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Applicant : Koichiro NAKATANI 

Serial No. : not assigned 

Filed : concurrently herewith 

For TELESCOPIC UNIT AND TRIPOD 

Examiner : not assigned 

Art Unit : not assigned 

Docket No. : Ml 596-238 



CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAIL 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as 
Express Mail, Customer Receipt No. £X^ / 3 L >Sm an envelope addressed to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 

On: $^t,/9, £00/ 

By: Margaret L. Goldstein 
Signa t ure<^^^ ^L^/^-^ 

SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Hon. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



SIR: 



Prior to calculation of fees and prior to examination on the merits, please 
amend the above identified patent application as follows: 
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IN THE CLAIMS : 

CLEAN VERSION 
Please add new claims 8-18. 

8. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 1, further comprising: 
the first tubular member is provided with a receiving member which is 

snugly fitted in the bottom of the first tubular member and has a cross section 
having a shape similar to that of the first tubular base member; and 

the second tubular member is provided with a catching member which is 
snugly fitted around the outer surface of the upper end of the second tubular 
member, has a cross section having a shape similar to that of the second tubular 
member, and is adapted to catch said receiving member when the second tubular 
member projects to its fullest extent. 

9. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 2, further comprising: 
the first tubular member is provided with a receiving member which is 

snugly fitted in the bottom of the first tubular member and has a cross section 
having a shape similar to that of the first tubular base member; and 

the second tubular member is provided with a catching member which is 
snugly fitted around the outer surface of the upper end of the second tubular 
member, has a cross section having a shape similar to that of the second tubular 
member, and is adapted to catch said receiving member when the second tubular 
member projects to its fullest extent. 

10. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 3, further comprising: 
the first tubular member is provided with a receiving member which is 

snugly fitted in the bottom of the first tubular member and has a cross section 
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having a shape similar to that of the first tubular base member; and 

the second tubular member is provided with a catching member which is 
snugly fitted around the outer surface of the upper end of the second tubular 
member, has a cross section having a shape similar to that of the second tubular 
member, and is adapted to catch said receiving member when the second tubular 
member projects to its fullest extent. 

11. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim I, further comprising: 
a tripod; 

said tripod including a base; 

said base including a plurality of leg attachments; and 

said telescopic units respectively attached to each said leg attachments. 

12. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 2, further comprising: 
a tripod; 

said tripod including a base; 

said base including a plurality of leg attachments; and 

said telescopic units respectively attached to each said leg attachments. 

13. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 3, further comprising: 
a tripod; 

said tripod including a base; 

said base including a plurality of leg attachments; and 

said telescopic units respectively attached to each said leg attachments. 

14. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 5, further comprising: 
a tripod; 

said tripod including a base; 

said base including a plurality of leg attachments; and 

said telescopic units respectively attached to each said leg attachments. 
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15. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 6, further comprising: 
a tripod; 

said tripod including a base; 

said base including a plurality of leg attachments; and 

said telescopic units respectively attached to each said leg attachments. 

16. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 8, further comprising: 
a tripod; 

said tripod including a base; 

said base including a plurality of leg attachments; and 

said telescopic units respectively attached to each said leg attachments. 

17. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 9, further comprising: 
a tripod; 

said tripod including a base; 

said base including a plurality of leg attachments; and 

said telescopic units respectively attached to each said leg attachments. 

18. (NEW) A telescopic unit, according to claim 10, further comprising: 
a tripod; 

said tripod including a base; 

said base including a plurality of leg attachments; and 

said telescopic units respectively attached to each said leg attachments. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 8-10 are added to correspond to each dependency of the first 
multiple dependent claim previously canceled without prejudice in the first 
preliminary amendment. Claims 11-18 are added to correspond to each 
dependency of the second multiple claim previously canceled without prejudice 
in the first preliminary amendment. 

Claims 1-3 and 5, 6, 8-18 are pending in the application. 

No new matter is added. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any fees 
associated with this communication, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No. 13-4550. 



The Morrison Building 
145 N. Fifth Ave. 
Mt. Vernon NY 10550 
Phone (914)-667-6755 
Date: April 17. 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 



Andrew F. Young 
Reg. No. 44,001 
Attorney for Applicant 
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SPECIFICATION 



NAME OF THE INVENTION 

Tel escopic Unit and Tripo d___ 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a telescopic unit which is capable of 
preventing rattling of the telescopic unit when in use. The invention also 
relates to a tripod provided with said telescopic units. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Examples of conventional telescopic units used for a tripod include 
one having a structure which calls for disposing a second tubular member in 
a first tubular member in such a way that the distance by which the second 
tubular member projects from the first tubular member can be adjusted, 
fixing an operation lever supporting member to the outer cylindrical surface 
of the lower end of the first tubular member, operating the operation lever 
supported by said operation lever supporting member so that a brake is 
pressed against the outer surface of the second tubular member. As a 
result of the brake being pressed against the second tubular member, the 
second tubular member is secured to the first tubular member. 

However, the telescopic unit described above presents several 
problems; inclusion of a securing device that consists of an operation lever, 
an operation lever supporting member and a brake as a means to secure the 
second tubular member to the first tubular member results in a complex 
structure. Furthermore, as operating the operation lever each time is 
troublesome and makes the telescopic unit inconvenient to operate. 
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Examples of conventionally known devices to solve the above 
problems although it is of a simple structure as it is not provided with a 
securing device which consists of an operation lever and other members 
include a telescopic unit that is capable of easily securing the second tubular 
member by rotating the second tubular member relative to the first tubular 
member. 

An example of such telescopic units used for tripods is shown in Fig. 
12. The telescopic unit shown in Fig. 12 includes a first tubular member 2. 
A receiving portion 1 that tapers downward is formed at the lower end of the 
first tubular member 2 so as to prevent undesirable displacement of the first 
tubular member 2. A second tubular member 3 is positioned in the first 
tubular member 2 so as to be capable of rotating circumferentially and 
enabling the adjustment of the distance by which the second tubular 
member 3 projects from the first tubular member 2. A cam shaft member 4 
is screwed to the top of the second tubular member 3, and a cam 5 having a 
partially cutout cylindrical shape is fitted around the cam shaft member 4. 

When the second tubular member 3 is rotated in one direction 
circumferentially relative to the first tubular member 2, the cam shaft 
member 4 rotates together with the second tubular member 3. As a result, 
the cam 5 flares so that a press applying surface 5a of the cam 5 becomes 
pressed against the inner surface of the first tubular member 2, thereby 
securing the second tubular member 3 in the first tubular member 2. 

However, as the second tubular member 3 is secured in the first 
tubular member 1 merely by the press applying surface 5a of the cam 5 
pressed against a part of the cylindrical inner surface of the first tubular 
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member 2, the conventional telescopic unit shown in Fig. 12 sometimes 
presents a problem of rattling of the telescopic unit when in use due to 
insufficient securing force. 

In order to solve the above problem, an object of the present invention 
is to provide a telescopic unit which is not only of simple structure that is 
convenient to handle but also ensures sufficient securing force to prevent 
rattling when in use. Another object of the invention is to provide a tripod 
having the same effects as above. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

A telescopic unit according to the present invention includes a first 
tubular member and a second tubular member, which is inserted in the first 
tubular member so as to be capable of rotating in the circumferential 
directions and enabling the adjustment of the distance by which the second 
tubular member projects from the first tubular member, wherein one or 
more press receiving surface portions are formed on the inner cylindrical 
surface of the first tubular member, said press receiving surface portions 
having a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface such that the center 
axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis of said first tubular 
member,* one or more press applying surface portions are formed on the 
outer cylindrical surface of the second tubular member, said press applying 
surface portions having a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface 
such that the center axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis 
of said second tubular member; rotation of the second tubular member in 
one direction circumferentially relative to the first tubular member causes 
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given locations of the press applying surface portions to be pressed against 
the press receiving surface portions, thereby securing the second tubular 
member to the first tubular member,' and rotation of the second tubular 
member in the other direction circumferentially relative to the first tubular 
member releases the press applying surface portions and the press receiving 
surface portions from the press-contact with each other so that the distance 
by which the second tubular member projects from the first tubular member 
can be adjusted. With the configuration as above, in the state where the 
second tubular member is secured to the first tubular member, the press 
applying surface portions of the second tubular member are pressed against 
the press receiving surface portions of the first tubular member with 
securing force that is sufficient compared with the conventional art. As a 
result of the configuration described above, the present invention provides a 
telescopic unit which is of simple structure and convenient to handle and, by 
means of said sufficient securing force, capable of preventing rattling when 
in use. 

According to another feature of the invention, a plural number of 
press receiving surface portions are formed on the inner surface of the first 
tubular member of the telescopic unit so that the press receiving surface 
portions are arranged in the circumferential direction with a distance 
between each press receiving surface portion and its adjacent press 
receiving surface portion, and a plural number of press applying surface 
portions are formed on the outer surface of the second tubular member of 
the telescopic unit so that the press applying surface portions are arranged 
in the circumferential direction at locations respectively corresponding to 
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said press receiving surface portions, with a distance between each press 
applying surface portion and its adjacent press applying surface portion. 
With the configuration as above, press-contact between each press applying 
surface portion and the press receiving surface portion which faces the press 
applying surface portion ensures sufficient securing force distributed in the 
circumferential direction. 

According to yet another feature of the invention, a receiving step 
portion is formed between each press receiving surface portion and its 
adjacent press receiving surface portion of the first tubular member, and a 
catching step portion that is adapted to catch the corresponding receiving 
step portion when the second tubular member is rotated circumferentially in 
the aforementioned other direction relative to the first tubular member is 
formed between each press applying surface portion and its adjacent press 
applying surface portion of the second tubular member. As the catching 
step portions of the second tubular member catch the receiving step portions 
of the first tubular member when the second tubular member is rotated in 
the other direction circumferentially relative to the first tubular member, 
the second tubular member is prevented from rotating more than necessary 
and is therefore free from the problem of becoming undesirably secured. 

According to yet another feature of the invention, the first tubular 
member is provided with a receiving member which is snugly fitted in the 
bottom of the first tubular member and has a cross section having a shape 
similar to that of the first tubular base member, and the second tubular 
member is provided with a catching member which is snugly fitted around 
the outer surface of the upper end of the second tubular member, has a cross 



5 



section having a shape similar to that of the second tubular member and is 
adapted to catch said receiving member when the second tubular member 
projects to its fullest extent. As the catching member of the second tubular 
member catches said receiving member of the first tubular member when 
the second tubular member projects to its fullest extent, the structure 
described above ensures reliable prevention of undesirable displacement of 
the second tubular member. 

A telescopic unit according to yet another feature of the invention 
includes a first tubular member whose cross section is in the shape of an 
involute curve or a similarly shaped curve, and a second tubular member 
which is inserted in the first tubular member so as to be capable of rotating 
in the circumferential directions and enabling the adjustment of the 
distance by which the second tubular member projects from the first tubular 
member and has a cross section that is in the shape of an involute curve or a 
similarly shaped curve and corresponds to the cross section of the first 
tubular member, wherein rotation of the second tubular member in one 
direction circumferentially relative to the first tubular member causes the 
outer surface of said second tubular member to be pressed against the inner 
surface of the first tubular member, thereby securing the second tubular 
member to the first tubular member; and rotation of the second tubular 
member in the other direction circumferentially relative to the first tubular 
member releases the outer surface of the second tubular member and the 
inner surface of the first tubular member from the press-contact with each 
other so that the distance by which the second tubular member projects 
from the first tubular member can be adjusted. With the configuration as 
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above, in the state where the second tubular member is secured to the first 
tubular member, the outer surface of the second tubular member, whose 
cross section is in the shape of an involute curve or a similarly shaped curve, 
is pressed against the inner surface of the first tubular member, whose cross 
section is in the shape of an involute curve or a similarly shaped curve, with 
securing force that is sufficient compared with the conventional art. As a 
result of the configuration described above, the present invention provides a 
telescopic unit which is of simple structure and convenient to handle and, by 
means of said sufficient securing force, capable of preventing rattling when 
in use. 

A telescopic unit according to yet another feature of the invention 
includes a first tubular member whose cross section has a shape comprised 
of a combination of identical parts of either an involute curve or a similarly 
shaped curve, and a second tubular member which is inserted in the first 
tubular member so as to be capable of rotating in the circumferential 
directions and enabling the adjustment of the distance by which the second 
tubular member projects from the first tubular member and has a cross 
section whose shape corresponds to that of the first tubular member and is 
comprised of a combination of identical parts of either an involute curve or a 
similarly shaped curve, wherein rotation of the second tubular member in 
one direction circumferentially relative to the first tubular member causes 
the outer surface of said second tubular member to be pressed against the 
inner surface of the first tubular member, thereby securing the second 
tubular member to the first tubular member; and rotation of the second 
tubular member in the other direction circumferentially relative to the first 
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tubular member releases the outer surface of the second tubular member 
and the inner surface of the first tubular member from the press-contact 
with each other so that the distance by which the second tubular member 
projects from the first tubular member can be adjusted. With the 
configuration as above, in the state where the second tubular member is 
secured to the first tubular member, the outer surface of the second tubular 
member, whose cross section has a shape comprised of identical parts of 
either an involute curve or a similarly shaped curve, is pressed against the 
inner surface of the first tubular member, whose cross section has a shape 
comprised of a combination of identical parts of either an involute curve or a 
similarly shaped curve, with securing force that is sufficient compared with 
the conventional art. As a result of the configuration described above, the 
present invention provides a telescopic unit which is of simple structure and 
convenient to handle and, by means of said sufficient securing force, capable 
of preventing rattling when in use. 

A tripod according to the invention includes a base which is provided 
with leg attachments, and telescopic units which are in accordance with any 
one of the features of the invention described above and respectively 
attached to said leg attachments. By using telescopic units attached to the 
leg attachments of the base as the legs of a tripod, it is possible to prevent 
rattling of the tripod when in use. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective of an embodiment of a telescopic unit 
according to the present invention, wherein the telescopic unit is in the 
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extended state! Fig. 2 is a perspective of said telescopic unit in the 
contracted state ', Fig. 3 is a sectional view of said telescopic unit, showing 
when the telescopic unit is released from a secured state,' Fig. 4 is a 
sectional view of said telescopic unit in the secured state; Fig. 5 is a 
sectional view of said telescopic unit in the secured state; Fig. 6 is a 
schematic illustration to explain the shape of a cross section of a first 
tubular member of said telescopic unit; Fig. 7 is a perspective of telescopic 
units used in a tripod; Fig. 8 is a sectional view of another embodiment of a 
telescopic unit according to the present invention; Fig. 9 is a sectional view 
of yet another embodiment of a telescopic unit according to the present 
invention; Fig. 10 is a sectional view of yet another embodiment of a 
telescopic unit according to the present invention,' Fig. 11 is a sectional view 
of yet another embodiment of a telescopic unit according to the present 
invention; and Fig. 12 is an exploded perspective of a conventional telescopic 
unit. 



PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

Next, an embodiment of a telescopic unit according to the present 
invention is explained hereunder, referring to relevant drawings. 

A tripod shown in Fig. 7 has a leg structure comprising extensible 
legs, each of which consists of a plural number of segments, e.g. three 
segments. The tripod is provided with a base 10 which has three leg 
attachments 11. A telescopic unit 12 that serves as a leg unit is attached to 
each leg attachment 11 so that the tripod can be closed or opened as needed. 
An elevator rod 14 passes through the base 10 in such a way that the height 
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of the elevator rod 14 can be adjusted. A panhead (not shown) to be used 
with a camera is mounted on the top of the elevator rod 14. 

As shown in Figs. 1 through 5, each telescopic unit 12 has a first 
tubular member 15, in which a second tubular member 16 having a 
diameter smaller than that of the first tubular member 15 is inserted in 
such a way as to be capable of rotating circumferentially and permit the 
distance by which the second tubular member 16 projects from the first 
tubular member 15 to be adjusted. A third tubular member 17 having a 
diameter smaller than that of the second tubular member 16 is inserted in 
the second tubular member 16 in such a way as to be capable of rotating 
circumferentially and enables the adjustment of the distance by which the 
third tubular member 17 projects from the second tubular member 16. 

The first tubular member 15 has a first tubular base member 21 
which has a long, narrow, thin-walled tubular shape and may be made of 
aluminum. The cross section of the first tubular base member 21 has a 
shape comprised of a combination of three given arcs corresponding to arcs 
A,B,C shown in Fig. 6, wherein the arcs A,B,C are arranged such that their 
centers are respectively located at the three apexes of a equilateral 
reference triangle X located at the center of the cross section. In other 
words, the three arcs are arranged so as to form step-like portion at each 
one of a plural number of locations, e.g. three locations, which are arranged 
at equal intervals in the circumferential direction. With the structure 
described above, the first tubular base member 21 itself has a function of a 
cam. 

A receiving member 23 having a thin-walled tubular shape is snugly 
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fitted in the lower end of the first tubular base member 21. The receiving 
member 23 has a cross section having a shape which is similar to but 
slightly smaller than that of the first tubular base member 21. As shown 
in Fig. 1, a protrusion 24 for positioning and securing the first tubular base 
member 21 is formed on the outer surface of the first tubular base member 
21. 

A plural number of press receiving surface portions 25, for example 
three press receiving surface portions 25, are formed on the inner cylindrical 
surface of the first tubular member 15. Each press receiving surface 
portion 25 has a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface such that the 
center axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis of the first 
tubular member 15. The press receiving surface portions 25 are arranged 
in the circumferential direction, at equal intervals from one axial end to the 
other axial end. 

In other words, the press receiving surface portions 25, each of 
which is formed in the shape of a narrow, vertically extending curved 
surface and having an arc-shaped cross section and position such that its 
center axis extends in parallel with the center axis of the aforementioned 
first tubular base member 21, are formed on the inner cylindrical surface of 
the first tubular base member 21 except for its bottom portion and also 
formed on the inner cylindrical surface of the receiving member 23, which 
extends continuously from the inner cylindrical surface of the first tubular 
base member 21. 

The aforementioned second tubular member 16 has a second 
tubular base member 31 which has a long, narrow, thin-walled tubular 
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shape and may be made of aluminum. The cross section of the second 
tubular base member 31 has a shape comprised of a combination of three 
given arcs which are arranged such that their centers are respectively 
located at the three apexes of a common equilateral reference triangle, 
which is shown in Fig. 6 and located at the center of the cross section. In 
other words, the three arcs are arranged so as to form step -like portion at 
each one of a plural number of locations, e.g. three locations, which are 
arranged at equal intervals in the circumferential direction. With the 
structure described above, the second tubular base member 31 itself has a 
function of a cam. 

A receiving member (not shown) having a thin-walled tubular shape 
is snugly fitted in the lower end of the second tubular base member 31. 
The receiving member has a cross section having a shape which is similar to 
but slightly smaller than that of the second tubular base member 31. A 
protrusion (not shown) for positioning and securing the second tubular base 
member 31 is formed on the outer surface of the second tubular base 
member 31. 

A plural number of press receiving surface portions 35, for example 
three press receiving surface portions 35, are formed on the inner cylindrical 
surface of the second tubular member 16. Each press receiving surface 
portion 35 has a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface such that the 
center axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis of the second 
tubular member 16. The press receiving surface portions 35 are arranged 
in the circumferential direction, at equal intervals from one axial end to the 
other axial end. 
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In other words, the press receiving surface portions 35, each of 
which is formed in the shape of a narrow, vertically extending curved 
surface having an arc-shaped cross section and is positioned such that its 
center axis extends in parallel with the center axis of the aforementioned 
second tubular base member 31, are formed on the inner cylindrical surface 
of the second tubular base member 31 except for its bottom portion and also 
formed on the inner cylindrical surface of the aforementioned receiving 
member (not shown), which extends continuously from the inner cylindrical 
surface of the second tubular base member 31. 

A catching member 36 having a thin-walled tubular shape is snugly 
fitted around the outer surface of the upper end of the second tubular base 
member 31. The catching member 36 is adapted to catch the receiving 
member 23 of the first tubular member 15 when the second tubular member 
16 projects from the first tubular member 15 to its fullest extent. The 
catching member 36 has a cross section having a shape which is similar to 
but slightly larger than that of the second tubular base member 31. 

A plural number of press applying surface portions 37, for example 
three press applying surface portions 37, are formed on the inner cylindrical 
surface of the second tubular member 16. Each press applying surface 
portion 37 has a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface such that the 
center axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis of the second 
tubular member 16. The press applying surface portions 37 are arranged 
in the circumferential direction, at equal intervals from one axial end to the 
other axial end. 

In other words, the press applying surface portions 37, each of 
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which is formed in the shape of a narrow, vertically extending curved 
surface having an arc-shaped cross section and is positioned such that its 
center axis extends in parallel with the center axis of the aforementioned 
second tubular base member 31, are formed on the outer cylindrical surface 
of the second tubular base member 31 except for its upper end and also 
formed on the outer cylindrical surface of the aforementioned catching 
member 36, which extends continuously from the outer cylindrical surface of 
the second tubular base member 31. 

The aforementioned third tubular member 17 has a third tubular 
base member 41 which has a long, narrow, thin-walled tubular shape and 
may be made of aluminum. The cross section of the third tubular base 
member 41 has a shape comprised of a combination of three given arcs 
which are arranged such that their centers are respectively located at the 
three apexes of a common equilateral reference triangle, which is shown in 
Fig. 6 and located at the center of the cross section. In other words, the 
three arcs are arranged so as to form step-like portion at each one of a 
plural number of locations, e.g. three locations, which are arranged at equal 
intervals in the circumferential direction. With the structure described 
above, the third tubular base member 41 itself has a function of a cam. 

The respective cross sections of the first tubular base member 21, 
the second tubular base member 31 and the third tubular base member 41 
are similar in shape, which is comprised of a combination of three given arcs 
arranged such that their centers are respectively located at the three apexes 
of a common equilateral reference triangle X. 

A catching member 46 having a thin-walled tubular shape is snugly 
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fitted around the outer surface of the upper end of the third tubular base 
member 41. The catching member 46 is adapted to catch the receiving 
member (not shown) of the second tubular member 16 when the third 
tubular member 17 projects from the second tubular member 16 to its fullest 
extent. The catching member 46 has a cross section having a shape which 
is similar to but slightly larger than that of the third tubular base member 
41. 

A plural number of press applying surface portions 47, for example 
three press applying surface portions 47, are formed on the inner cylindrical 
surface of the third tubular member 17. Each press applying surface 
portion 47 has a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface such that the 
center axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis of the third 
tubular member 17. The press applying surface portions 47 are arranged 
in the circumferential direction, at equal intervals from one axial end to the 
other axial end. 

In other words, the press applying surface portions 47, each of 
which is formed in the shape of a narrow, vertically extending curved 
surface having an arc-shaped cross section and is positioned such that its 
center axis extends in parallel with the center axis of the aforementioned 
third tubular base member 41, are formed on the outer cylindrical surface of 
the third tubular base member 41 except for its upper end and also formed 
on the outer cylindrical surface of the aforementioned catching member, 
which extends continuously from the outer cylindrical surface of the third 
tubular base member 41. 

As shown in Figs. 3 and 4, a receiving step portion 51 and a 
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connecting portion 50 are formed between each press receiving surface 
portion 25 of the first tubular member 15 and its adjacent press receiving 
surface portion 25 as an integral, continuous surface, with the connecting 
portion 50 located between the press receiving surface portion 25 and the 
receiving step portion 51. A receiving step portion 53 and a connecting 
portion 52 are formed between each press receiving surface portion 35 of the 
second tubular member 16 and its adjacent press receiving surface portion 
35 as an integral, continuous surface, with the connecting portion 52 located 
between the press receiving surface portion 35 and the receiving step 
portion 53. 

A catching step portion 61 and a connecting portion 60 are formed 
between each press applying surface portion 37 of the second tubular 
member 16 and its adjacent press applying surface portion 37, with the 
connecting portion 60 located between the press applying surface portion 37 
and the catching step portion 61. Each catching step portion 61 is adapted 
to catch the corresponding receiving step portion 51 when the second 
tubular member 16 is rotated in the other direction circumferentially 
relative to the first tubular member 15. A catching step portion 63 and a 
connecting portion 62 are formed between each press applying surface 
portion 47 of the third tubular member 17 and its adjacent press applying 
surface portion 47, with the connecting portion 62 located between the press 
applying surface portion 47 and the catching step portion 63. Each 
catching step portion 63 is adapted to catch the corresponding receiving step 
portion 53 when the third tubular member 17 is rotated in the other 
direction circumferentially relative the second tubular member 16. 
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Next, the function of the embodiment described above is explained 
hereunder. 

When using the tripod in the state where, for example, the 
telescopic units 12 serving as the legs of the tripod are extended to the 
fullest extent, the second tubular members 16 are arranged to project from 
their respective first tubular members 15 to the fullest extent, and the third 
tubular members 17, too, are arranged to project from their respective 
second tubular members 16 to the fullest extent. 

When each third tubular member 17, which is located at the lower 
end of each respective telescopic unit 12, is rotated in one direction 
circumferentially (represented by "T" in the drawings) by a given degree in 
the released state where the second tubular members 16 and the third 
tubular members 17 project to the fullest extent, the second tubular 
members 16 become secured to the first tubular members 15, and the third 
tubular members 17, too, become secured to the second tubular members 16 
nearly simultaneously with the securing of the second tubular members 16. 
Thus, all the segments of the tripod are secured. 

In other words, as a result of rotation of the third tubular members 
17, the second tubular members 16 rotate together with the third tubular 
members 17 so that given locations of the press applying surface portions 37 
of each second tubular member 16, i.e. the parts located at the outer surface 
of the catching member 36 and the parts near the upper end of the outer 
surface of the second tubular base member 31, are pressed against the 
corresponding parts of the press receiving surface portions 25 of the first 
tubular member 15, i.e. the parts of the press receiving surface portions 25 
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facing the aforementioned parts of the press applying surface portions 37. 
Thus, the second tubular members 16 are secured to the first tubular 
members 15. Nearly simultaneously with the securing of the second 
tubular members 16, given locations of the press applying surface portions 
47 of each third tubular member 17, i.e. the parts located at the outer 
surface of the catching member 46 and the parts near the upper end of the 
outer surface of the third tubular base member 41, are pressed against the 
corresponding parts of the press receiving surface portions 35 of the second 
tubular member 16, i.e. the parts of the press receiving surface portions 35 
facing the aforementioned parts of the press applying surface portions 47. 
Thus, the third tubular members 17 are secured to the second tubular 
members 16. 

When contracting the extended telescopic units 12 after using the 
tripod, the third tubular member 17 at the lower end of each telescopic unit 
is rotated in the other direction circumferentially (represented by "L" in 
the drawings) by a given degree. 

When the third tubular members 17 is rotated, the second tubular 
member 16 rotates together with the third tubular member 17 so that the 
press applying surface portions 37,47 are released from press-contact with 
the corresponding press receiving surface portions 25,35. As a result, the 
third tubular member 17 is released from the secured state to the second 
tubular member 16, while the second tubular member 16 is released from 
the secured state to the first tubular member 15. 

In the course of rotation of each third tubular member 17, the 
catching step portions 61 of the second tubular member 16 removably catch 
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the receiving step portions 51 of the first tubular member 15, while the 
catching step portions 63 of the third tubular member 17 removably catch 
the receiving step portions 53 of the second tubular member 16 so that the 
second tubular member 16 and the third tubular member 17 are prevented 
from rotating more than necessary. Therefore, the embodiment described 
above is free from the problem of a telescopic unit becoming undesirably 
secured, which problem may be caused by inadvertent reverse rotation in 
case of a conventional telescopic unit. 

After all the leg segments of a telescopic unit 12 are released from a 
secured state, the telescopic unit 12 can easily be contracted by 
appropriately reducing the distance by which the third tubular member 17 
projects from the second tubular member 16 and also appropriately reducing 
the distance by which the second tubular member 16 projects from the first 
tubular member 15. 

As described above, when the first through the third tubular 
members 15,16,17 of the embodiment described above are in the secured 
state, two parts at given locations of each press applying surface portion 
37/47 are pressed against the parts of the corresponding press receiving 
surface portion 25/35, which parts respectively face said two parts of the 
press applying surface portion 37/47. Therefore, the area where the press 
applying surface portions are pressed against the press receiving surface 
portions is greater than that of the conventional structure. In other words, 
as each tubular member 15/16/17 is adapted to be pressed against an 
adjacent tubular member at two location, i.e. the catching member 36/46 
and the corresponding receiving member (23 or the one not shown in the 
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drawings), the area of the contact surface is greater than that of the 
conventional structure where each tubular member is adapted to be pressed 
against an adjacent tubular member at only a single location. As a result, 
the embodiment ensures sufficient securing force distributed in the 
circumferential direction and, by means of said sufficient securing force, 
enables the reliable prevention of rattling when in use. 

Another benefit of the present embodiment lies in that it is 
convenient to handle because the first through the third tubular members 
15,16,17 can be secured or released merely by rotating the third tubular 
member 17, which is the bottommost tubular member. 

Furthermore, as there is no need of a special part, such as a 
securing device primarily comprised of an operating lever or a cam 5 
required by conventional structures for securing the tubular members, the 
embodiment is capable of reducing the number of necessary parts, thereby 
providing a lightweight telescopic unit having a simple structure. 

Another benefit of elimination of the need of a special part for 
securing the tubular members lies in that the telescopic extension ratio can 
be maximized, because it is possible to design the first through the third 
tubular base members 21,31,41 of the first through the third tubular 
members 15,16,17 to have the same length, thereby enabling their tops and 
bottoms to be arranged flush with one another. 

The embodiment has been described above, referring to the example 
wherein three press receiving surface portions 25 arranged at equal 
intervals in the circumferential direction are formed on the inner cylindrical 
surface of the first tubular member 15, while three press applying surface 
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portions 37 which are adapted to be pressed against these three press 
receiving surface portions 25 and arranged at equal intervals in the 
circumferential direction are formed on the outer cylindrical surface of the 
second tubular member 16. However, the same effects can be achieved by a 
slightly different structure, such as the one shown in Fig. 8, wherein two 
press receiving surface portions 25a located nearly opposite each other are 
formed on the inner cylindrical surface of the first tubular member 15a, 
while two press applying surface portions 37a adapted to be respectively 
pressed against the two press receiving surface portions 25s are formed on 
the outer cylindrical surface of the second tubular member 16a. Both the 
first tubular member 15a and the second tubular member 16a have a cross 
section shaped by a combination of two given arcs. 

The same effects can be achieved also by a structure shown in Fig. 9, 
wherein four press receiving surface portions 25b arranged at equal 
intervals in the circumferential direction are formed on the inner cylindrical 
surface of the first tubular member 15b, while four press applying surface 
portions 37b which are adapted to be pressed against these four press 
receiving surface portions 25b and arranged at equal intervals in the 
circumferential direction are formed on the outer cylindrical surface of the 
second tubular member 16b. In this structure, both the first tubular 
member 15b and the second tubular member 16b have a cross section 
shaped by a combination of four given arcs which are arranged such that 
their centers are respectively located at the four apexes of a common 
reference square (not shown), which is located at the center of the cross 
section. 



21 



The same effects can be achieved also by a structure shown in Fig. 
10, wherein six press receiving surface portions 25c arranged at equal 
intervals in the circumferential direction are formed on the inner cylindrical 
surface of the first tubular member 15c, while six press applying surface 
portions 37c which are adapted to be pressed against these six press 
receiving surface portions 25c and arranged at equal intervals in the 
circumferential direction are formed on the outer cylindrical surface of the 
second tubular member 16c. In this structure, both the first tubular 
member 15c and the second tubular member 16c have a cross section shaped 
by a combination of six given arcs which are arranged such that their 
centers are respectively located at the six apexes of a common reference 
hexagon (not shown), which is located at the center of the cross section. It 
is to be noted that the greater the number of press receiving surface 
portions 25 and press applying surface portions 37, the greater the securing 
force to secure the second tubular member 16 to the first tubular member 
15. 

Another example of structures that can achieve the same effects 
including the ability of providing sufficient securing force to prevent rattling 
of the telescopic unit when in use is shown in Fig. 11. The structure shown 
in Fig. 11 calls for designing the cross section of the first tubular member 
15d to have a shape resembling an involute curve and designing the cross 
section of the second tubular member 16d to have a shape that resembles an 
involute curve and corresponds to the shape of the first tubular member 15d 
so that rotation of the second tubular member 16d in one direction 
circumferentially (represented by "T" in the drawings) relative to the first 
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tubular member 15d causes given locations on the outer surface of the 
second tubular member 16d to be pressed against the corresponding 
locations on the inner surface of the first tubular member 15d and that 
rotation of the second tubular member 16d in the other direction 
circumferentially (represented by "L" in the drawings) relative to the first 
tubular member 15d releases the inner surface of the first tubular member 
15d and the outer surface of the second tubular member 16d from the 
press-contact with each other. Although it is not shown in the drawings, 
the same effects can be achieved also by a structure whose first tubular 
member and second tubular member have a cross section in the shape of an 
involute curve instead of a shape resembling an involute curve. 

The invention has been described above, referring to various 
structures, the one shown in Fig. 3 wherein the first tubular member 15 and 
the second tubular member 16 have a cross section shaped by a combination 
of three given arcs, the one shown in Fig. 8 wherein the first tubular 
member 15a and the second tubular member 16a have a cross section 
shaped by a combination of two given arcs, the one shown in Fig. 9 wherein 
the first tubular member 15b and the second tubular member 16b have a 
cross section shaped by a combination of four given arcs and the one shown 
in Fig. 10 wherein the first tubular member 15c and the second tubular 
member 16c have a cross section shaped by a combination of six given arcs. 
However, although it is not shown in the drawings, a cross section shaped by 
a combination of identical parts of either an involute curve or a similarly 
shaped curve can achieve the same effects. 

The catching member 36 and the receiving member 23, which are 
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included in the above embodiment in order to prevent undesirable 
displacement of the second tubular member 16 from the first tubular 
member 15, are not essential. For example, a structure that calls for 
securing the second tubular member to the first tubular member by means 
of press-contact between press applying surface portions and press receiving 
surface portions, all of which are located where the first tubular member 
overlaps the second tubular member, is also permissible. 

Although the tripod of the embodiment explained above has a leg 
structure comprising extensible legs, each of which consists of three 
segments that form a telescopic unit 12, an extensible leg structure 
consisting of two, four or more segments is also permissible. 

Furthermore, according to the embodiments described above, the 
telescopic units 12 are used for a tripod. However, a telescopic unit 12 of 
the invention is not limited to a tripod but also applicable to a stand of other 
types or other similar devices. 
POSSIBLE INDUSTRIAL APPLICATION 

As described above, a tripod according to the invention may be used 
as, for example, a portable stand having a leg structure comprising 
extensible legs, each of which may consist of three segments. 
CLAIMS 

1. A telescopic unit including: 
a first tubular member," and 

a second tubular member which is inserted in said first tubular 
member so as to be capable of rotating in the circumferential directions and 
enabling the adjustment of the distance by which the second tubular 
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member projects from the first tubular member; wherein: 

one or more press receiving surface portions are formed on the inner 
cylindrical surface of the first tubular member, said press receiving surface 
portions having a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface such that 
the center axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis of said first 
tubular member; 

one or more press applying surface portions are formed on the outer 
cylindrical surface of the second tubular member, said press applying 
surface portions having a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface 
such that the center axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis 
of said second tubular member; 

rotation of the second tubular member in one direction 
circumferentially relative to the first tubular member causes given locations 
of the press applying surface portions to be pressed against the press 
receiving surface portions, thereby securing the second tubular member to 
the first tubular member; and 

rotation of the second tubular member in the other direction 
circumferentially relative to the first tubular member releases the press 
applying surface portions and the press receiving surface portions from the 
press-contact with each other so that the distance by which the second 
tubular member projects from the first tubular member can be adjusted. 
2. A telescopic unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein-" 

a plural number of press receiving surface portions are formed on 
the inner surface of the first tubular member so that the press receiving 
surface portions are arranged in the circumferential direction with a 
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distance between each press receiving surface portion and its adjacent press 
receiving surface portion; and 

a plural number of press applying surface portions are formed on the 
outer surface of the second tubular member so that the press applying 
surface portions are arranged in the circumferential direction at locations 
respectively corresponding to said press receiving surface portions, with a 
distance between each press applying surface portion and its adjacent press 
applying surface portion. 

3. A telescopic unit as claimed in claim 2, wherein: 

a receiving step portion is formed between each press receiving 
surface portion and its adjacent press receiving surface portion of the first 
tubular member; and 

a catching step portion that is adapted to catch the corresponding 
receiving step portion when the second tubular member is rotated 
circumferentially in the aforementioned other direction relative to the first 
tubular member is formed between each press applying surface portion and 
its adjacent press applying surface portion of the second tubular member. 

4. A telescopic unit as claimed in any one of the claims from claim 1 to 
claim 3, wherein: 

the first tubular member is provided with a receiving member which 
is snugly fitted in the bottom of the first tubular member and has a cross 
section having a shape similar to that of the first tubular base member; and 

the second tubular member is provided with a catching member 
which is snugly fitted around the outer surface of the upper end of the 
second tubular member, has a cross section having a shape similar to that of 
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the second tubular member, and is adapted to catch said receiving member 
when the second tubular member projects to its fullest extent. 
5. A telescopic unit including: 

a first tubular member whose cross section is in the shape of an 
involute curve or a similarly shaped curve,' and 

a second tubular member which is inserted in the first tubular 
member so as to be capable of rotating in the circumferential directions and 
enabling the adjustment of the distance by which the second tubular 
member projects from the first tubular member and has a cross section that 
is in the shape of an involute curve or a similarly shaped curve and 
corresponds to the cross section of the first tubular member," wherein: 

rotation of the second tubular member in one direction 
circumferentially relative to the first tubular member causes the outer 
surface of said second tubular member to be pressed against the inner 
surface of the first tubular member, thereby securing the second tubular 
member to the first tubular member,' and 

rotation of the second tubular member in the other direction 
circumferentially relative to the first tubular member releases the outer 
surface of the second tubular member and the inner surface of the first 
tubular member from the press-contact with each other so that the distance 
by which the second tubular member projects from the first tubular member 
can be adjusted. 

6. A telescopic unit including: 

a first tubular member whose cross section has a shape comprised of 
a combination of identical parts of either an involute curve or a similarly 
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shaped curve; and 

a second tubular member which is inserted in the first tubular 
member so as to be capable of rotating in the circumferential directions and 
enabling the adjustment of the distance by which the second tubular 
member projects from the first tubular member and has a cross section 
whose shape corresponds to that of the first tubular member and is 
comprised of a combination of identical parts of either an involute curve or a 
similarly shaped curve; wherein: 

rotation of the second tubular member in one direction 
circumferentially relative to the first tubular member causes the outer 
surface of said second tubular member to be pressed against the inner 
surface of the first tubular member, thereby securing the second tubular 
member to the first tubular member; and 

rotation of the second tubular member in the other direction 
circumferentially relative to the first tubular member releases the outer 
surface of the second tubular member and the inner surface of the first 
tubular member from the press-contact with each other so that the distance 
by which the second tubular member projects from the first tubular member 
can be adjusted. 
7. A tripod including: 

a base which is provided with leg attachments, and 

telescopic units which are respectively attached to said leg 
attachments and in accordance with any one of the claims from claim 1 to 
claim 6. 
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SUMMARY 

Each one of telescopic units (12) that are used for a tripod includes a 
first tubular member (15). A second tubular member (16) is inserted in the 
first tubular member (15) so as to be capable of rotating circumferentially 
and enabling the adjustment of the distance by which the second tubular 
member (16) projects from the first tubular member (15). Press receiving 
surface portions (25) having a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface 
such that the center axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis 
of the first tubular member (15) are formed on the inner cylindrical surface 
of the first tubular member (15). Press applying surface portions (37) 
having a cross section which has an arc-shaped surface such that the center 
axis of the arc extends in parallel with the center axis of the second tubular 
member (16) are formed on the outer cylindrical surface of the second 
tubular member (16). Rotation of the second tubular member (16) in one 
direction circumferentially relative to the first tubular member (15) causes 
given locations of the press applying surface portions (37) to be pressed 
against the press receiving surface portions (25). Rotation of the second 
tubular member (16) in the other direction circumferentially relative to the 
first tubular member (15) releases the press applying surface portions (37) 
and the press receiving surface portions (25) from the press-contact with 
each other. 
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application which designated at least one country other than the 
United States, listed below and have also identified below, by 
checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate, or PCT International application having a filing date 
before that of the application on which priority is claimed. 

Priority Not Claimed 
ft L 

23/08/1999 

(Day/Manth/Year Filed) 

causes B) 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code. 
Section 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed 



(Application No.) 
(H)lS*f) 



(Filing Date) 



ft. *:, l ri«a<7J€-5»^3EHc7>F , g^iS*SS&^3 Sfcfl 12* 

JFm*CB!*SiT.-CVx*V»IR 0 . *<ojt-fT*HBi*dJftHS 0 

WI$-v?*fHfflRS« H *@PV£ ft ^Sr^iS* a "£ 

r-tg^ri ft * k Hi" 3 *«f* K -o SB 

t&JSj) 5 * 5 £ i: L T v * -f 1". 



PCT/JP00/Q1571 
(Application No ) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 



<S«**L*-J-. 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 38, United States Code, 
Section 120 of any United States application(s), or 365(c) of any 
PCT International application designating the United States, listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of 
this application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT 
Internationa) application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of Title 35. United States Code Section 112. I 
acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.56 which became available between the filing date of the 
prior application and the national or PCT International filing date of 



March 15, 200 0 _ 
(Filing Date) 
(HUSH) 



PENDING 



(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 

(Status- Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 af Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 



PTO/SB/10S (3-96) 
Approved for use through 3O0/S8. OMB 06S1-0032 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of Information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

Japanese Language Declaration 



: ai±T3E»*W#i Lt. *Hi8lK:l!3i-a— Sl«> POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, i hereby appoint 

^^#**#l¥S)«^rCMLrafT-r-5#3-±-ifc}i«:®X the following attorney^ and/or agent(s) to prosecute this 

ilT. TISW^SrJfi&V^cL C#s|--f:. "ifcttftS appticaUoo and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark 

A»ft£,&t>'2e#-^Sr*?!ae<DC i) Office connected therewith fKs</K 

Thomas R. Morrison, Esq.(Req.No.27^361), George J. Brandt, 




.(Reg. No.22 .Q21 ). Joy I. Farber. Esq. 



(Reg.No.44, 103), Lyman H. Smith (Reg.No.44, 342) 



Send Correspondence tc 

Th omas R. Morriso n. Esq. 
MQBBJ3QN I AW FIRM. 
145 North Fifth AvArnt P 
Mount Vernon. NY 1 0550 



Direct Telephone Calls to: {name and telephone number) 



Thomas R. Morrison, Esq. 
(914) 667-6755 



ill rime^ofS 



af sole or first inventor 



April 5; zoo I 



Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan 



Citizenship 

Japanese 



Post Office Address 



12-17, Nakai 2-chome, Shinjuku-ku, 



Tokyo, Japan 



Full name of second pint inventor, if an 



Second inventor's signature 



mm 



st Office Address 



(Jf!HE/JS&05}t-|8}5S I l1-ifte'3V , 'C oioIl3ttCa5ii£L. S^St^T" (Supply similar information and signature for third and subsequent 

i°' nt inventors.) 



P»g=3 rt«-3 



